
The Parish of Timperley 

Christ Church and Holy Cross 

 
 

Welcome to this ‘new look’ newsletter! 

 

We want to share parish news and weekly readings with as many people as possible each 

week: either via email or in the church buildings. This newsletter will be emailed each 

Friday: if you are able to receive emails please ensure the clergy have your email address, 

then print this off at home or download it to an electronic device and bring it to 

church with you the following Sunday/Monday. There will be copies available in church 

reserved for those who are not able to download or print this at home. 

 

This term we will be ‘feeling our way’ with shaping the worshipping and social life of the 

parish. We are becoming accustomed to living amidst great uncertainty, and we are 

grateful for the support and encouragement of so many in these difficult times. 

 

Do watch this space each week to be kept up to date with news, events, services, and 

changes of plan! 

 

 

From Sunday 6th September, our weekly worship pattern will look like this: 
  

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs 

  
Christ Church  

open 9.30-11am 
for simple act of 

worship/individual 

prayer 

(drop in anytime) 

 

Online blog and short 

video reflection  

   
Holy Cross 

open 9.30-11am 
for simple act of 

worship/individual 

prayer 
(drop in anytime) 

  
Short  

video  

reflection/ 
act of  

worship on the 

Facebook page 

  
10am-11am 

‘Meet me in the 

kitchen’ 
Informal chat 

via Zoom  

video/ 
phone link 

  

  
Fortnightly Bible 

study or short  

video  

reflection/ 
act of  

worship on the 

Facebook page 

 

  

This service pattern may be subject to change as we work out the details. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 6th September 2020 
Trinity 13 / Creationtide 

Christ Church, Thorley Lane, WA15 7AN 
Holy Cross, Park Road, WA15 6QG 

 



 

If you have picked up a copy of this newsletter in church,  

please take it home with you and do not return it to the pile. 

“Meet me in the kitchen” 

 

Informal weekly chat on “Zoom” – a video 

conferencing platform. 

 

Everyone is welcome and tech support 

can be provided. 

 

Every Wednesday, 10-11am. Email Jenny 

for the link. 

Thursday Bible study 

 

Fortnightly on Thursdays beginning 10th 

September, all at 10am. 

 

A “Bible Overview” series. 

 

Email Lee for more information and sign 

up details. 

Saying goodbye to Suzie 

 

We will be saying goodbye to our curate, Suzie, on Monday 14th Sept at Holy Cross and 

Sunday 20th Sept at Christ Church. If you would like to contribute towards a leaving gift 

for Suzie please pass a donation to Jim, Jenny, or the churchwardens. If you would like to 

add to the leaving card, please email your message to revjimb1017@gmail.com 

We take safeguarding seriously 

  

The care and protection of children, young people and adults involved in church 

activities is the responsibility of all of us. Our safeguarding policies and details of where 

to get help are displayed in each church and on the parish website. If you have any 

concerns that you or someone else are at risk from harm, please speak to the Parish 

Safeguarding Officer, Aileen Moran, on 07948 795 962, or contact a member of the 

clergy. If there is immediate danger call 999. 
 

Contact details and further information 

  
Vicarage    0161 980 4330    

Revd Jim Bridgman        07526243702 revjimb1017@gmail.com 

Revd Jenny Bridgman    07546304644 revjb99@gmail.com 

Revd Suzie Eddleston  0161 973 3899  revdsuzie@outlook.com  

Lee Wood (Ordinand)  07399 186 230 ld.wood@yahoo.com 

Linda Goodchild    07881 928 364 lindaanngoodchild@hotmail.co.uk 

(Lay Reader in Training)  

 

To receive this newsletter by email each week, please email Jenny or Jim.  

  

Parish Facebook page:     facebook.com/parishoftimperley 

Parish blog (for worship resources and more): timperleyparish.wordpress.com 

Parish website (for general information):  http://www.timperleyparish.org.uk/ 

 
 

mailto:revjb99@gmail.com


Sunday 6th September 2020         Trinity 13 / Creationtide 
 

Romans 13:8-14 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 

law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; 

You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 

law. 

 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. 

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as 

in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 

quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 

to gratify its desires. 

 

Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus said ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 

two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 

listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 

and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a 

tax-collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 

about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 

 

Reflection 

“How then, shall we live?” A question that echoes through scripture and history, as generation on 

generation works out how to live in ways which are safe, sustainable, and life-giving. For people of 

faith, this searching has also been defined by a desire for “holiness” – that is, outward living that 

matches an inner life of faith. 

 

Of course, it’s much easier to do the right thing when we are able to follow the ‘rules’, assuming, 

that is, we know that the ‘rules’ are! In the Romans reading Paul alludes to ancient rules that have 

guided his people in living outwardly holy lives, and yet, as Paul often argues, the ‘rules’ alone are 

never enough. The rules come to fulfilment not in ultimate obedience, but in an underlying attitude 

of love.  

 

Rules are worthless unless they guide us into a deeper love for God and for one another. Blind 

adherence without love leads us to be the “noisy gong or clanging bell” that Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians about. 

 

I don’t know about you, but I cannot always keep up with the current pandemic rules! I try and keep 

up with them though, and adhere to them, not out of a desire to be obedient but out of a love for 

others and a desire to protect them. 

 

But loving others isn’t always about being “nice” either. Sometimes the most loving conversations 

are the difficult ones, as Jesus speaks of. How easy do we find it to deal lovingly with conflict and 

difference? I know I am often tempted to turn away from it. And yet to do so is not always loving: 

sometimes the kindest words are the ones from a critical friend who is committed to helping us 

grow and shine. 



 

And throughout our differences, as we come to pray together so we are bound by something 

beyond us: as we gather together we find God among us. This Creationtide, as we take time to 

reflect again on loving God and one another, perhaps we can take time to pause, and ask anew, 

“How then, shall we live?”. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

The Covid19 pandemic has made widespread changes to all aspects of our lives – our church lives, 

our work lives and our home lives. There have been anxious times and sad times, but the 

numerous rainbow pictures in windows across our parish –and the whole of Britain – gave us hope, 

just as the rainbow was God’s promise to Noah after the Flood that there would never be such 

widespread destruction again. 

 

GREEN - the colour of creation. There’s so much green and so much beauty in our world. This 

pandemic has made us stop, look and listen to your creation – the amazing world of plants, the 

peace of countryside and the sound of the sea. And yet we’re destroying your world and abusing 

our privilege as guardians of creation. Help us to love, honour and conserve what you have given 

us. Lord of the rainbow, hear our prayer 

 

YELLOW - the colour of the sun, of warmth and light, smiles and love and friendship. Thank you 

Lord for the delight we have in family and friends. Thank you that our church family has remained 

close, while apart, thanks to our hard working clergy and modern technology. We pray for those 

who have few friends and are lonely. Lord of the rainbow, hear our prayer 

 

RED – the colour of blood, your blood, which you gave for us on the cross and the blood of the 

martyrs and saints who gave their lives for the faith we often hold so lightly. We pray for the Church 

that nurtured them and us. Give to your Church in every culture and nation the courage to speak 

the truth and live the life that encourages others to follow Jesus. We pray especially for our church 

and our neighbouring churches, that we may be beacons of light in this community. Lord of the 

rainbow, hear our prayer 

 

BLUE – the colour of the United Nations’ flag. Today that blue flag is having to fly in very many 

places because so many poor countries are unable to cope with the pandemic on top of coping 

with poverty. Yet you’ve given our world more than enough for all to prosper. We’ve seen in our 

local community a revival  of community spirit with people looking out for each other and helping 

those in need  Strengthen the desire of all people to live their lives in friendship, co-operation and 

mutual care. Lord of the rainbow, hear our prayer 

 

Green for creation and yellow for warm relationships; red for blood and blue for the flag of the UN. 

And there’s orange for the sweet fruits of the earth and indigo for the colour of shadows and violet 

for the colour of sorrow. Lord, you surround us with so much colour, and the colours of the 

rainbow combine in the white light of your dazzling presence.  So, take the prayers we’ve offered 

and bring all creation to the fulfilment of your kingdom. 

Amen 

Based on “The Colours of the Rainbow” in John Pritchard’s Second Intercessions Handbook 

 

Blessing 

May God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all goodness and growth, pour his 

blessing upon all things created, and upon you his children, that you may use his gifts to his glory, 

and the welfare of all peoples; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, be among 

you and remain with you always. Amen 
 


